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WHO WE ARE

OpenAIRE in a nutshell

The member-led infrastructure that makes Open Science work in Europe, and
the numbers that defined 2025.
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OpenAIlRE
in @ nutshell

For over a decade, OpenAIRE has worked to make research open, connected
and reusable across Europe and beyond. What began as an effort to
support Open Access has grown into a sustained, community-governed
infrastructure for Open Science.

As a non-profit organisation, OpenAlIRE is built on a OpenAlRE is more than its technology, it is a network
simple conviction: that publicly funded research of people. Through our members, National Open
should be openly available, and that the information Access Desks and partners, we act not only as a
describing it should be open, verifiable and free from service provider, but as a foundational component
proprietary control. This principle runs through within national and thematic research architectures.

everything we do.

As expectations around transparency, FAIR data and responsible
research assessment intensify, OpenAIRE remains committed to

an open, collaborative and sustainable infrastructure that serves
research as a public good.

&y
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OUR MISSION

To shift scholarly communication towards openness and

transparency, and to enable innovative ways to
communicate, discover and monitor research across borders
and disciplines.

WHAT WE DO

B Provide services

Services that promote openness, transparency and safe sharing for all types of R&l actors,

supporting them at every stage of the researcher life cycle.

B Provide interoperability

Common standards and open metadata that let research connect across systems, the OpenAIRE
Guidelines, the SKG-IF scholarly-knowledge-graph framework, machine-actionable DMPs
(maDMP) and EOSC.

M Connect people & organisations

Bring people and organisations together through shared policies, common practices and joint

infrastructure, sustained by a distributed European network of National Open Access Desks.

i Upskill all actors

Train and equip researchers, institutions, funders and support staff of every kind with the skills

and confidence to work openly.
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FOREWORD

A message from leadership

A year in which Open Science moved from principle to practice. Our leadership

reflects on the milestones of 2025 and the transition into a new chapter.
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Passing the baton,

02 - MESSAGE FROM LEADERSHIP

carrying the mission forward

Dear members, partners and friends
of OpenAlRE,

Open Science continues to evolve in a rapidly
changing world. In 2025, questions of sovereignty,
security, and trust became central to the European
research agenda, while artificial intelligence

accelerated the way research is created, discovered,

and used. These developments reinforced the
importance of open, community-governed
infrastructures built on transparent, reliable, and
reusable research information.

Throughout the year, OpenAIRE continued to
strengthen its role as a trusted European
infrastructure for Open Science. We expanded our
services, welcomed new members, supported
institutions and countries across Europe, and
continued contributing to the development of the
European Open Science Cloud. We also advanced
our work on responsible research assessment
through CoARA and placed Open Research
Information and Open Research Intelligence at the
heart of our new strategy. As Al becomes
increasingly embedded in research, we believe that
trusted, openly governed research information is
more important than ever.

None of these achievements would have been
possible without our community. OpenAlIRE is built
on the expertise, commitment, and generosity of its

Inge Van
Nieuwerburgh

Chair, General Assembly
& Executive Board, until 30 Sep
2025

SCIENCE. SET FREE.

members, the dedication of our National Open
Access Desks, the collaboration of our partners, and
the professionalism of the OpenAIRE office. Every
service we operate, every policy we help shape, and
every community we support reflects this collective
effort. Thank you for your trust, your ideas, and your
continued commitment to our shared mission.

This year also marked a transition in OpenAlIRE's
leadership, as the chairmanship passed from one of
us to the other. The transition was seamless because
OpenAlIRE has never been defined by a single
person. It is guided by a shared vision, sustained by a
strong governance model, and driven by a
remarkable community working towards common
goals. We are proud to have been part of this journey
together and confident about the path ahead.

With the launch of the OpenAIRE Strategy
2026-2028, we begin the next chapter with
ambition and optimism. Together with our members
and partners, we will continue to strengthen
Europe's Open Science infrastructure, support
responsible research practices, and ensure that open,
trustworthy research information remains at the
heart of research and innovation in Europe and
beyond.

W ith our sincere thanks,

INCOMING CHAIR

Joeri Both

Chair, General Assembly
& Executive Board, from 1 Oct
2025




GOVERNANCE

Committees & working
groups

Two General Assemblies, a leadership transition, and the committees

that turned strategy into action.
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03 - GOVERNANCE

General Assembly & Executive Board

The General Assembly remains the cornerstone of
OpenAlRE's governance, bringing together members
from across Europe to shape the organisation's
strategic direction, oversee its operations and ensure
that OpenAIRE continues to respond to the evolving
needs of the Open Science community.

B GENERAL ASSEMBLY 2025

2 3 1

New member
organisations

General
Assembly
meetings

AT A GLANCE

New Chair
elected

In 2025, members met twice to review progress,
guide future priorities and strengthen the network,
reflecting OpenAIRE's commitment to transparent
governance, active member participation and
collective decision-making.

2026-28 | 53

Member
organisations
represented

Strategy
developed

15TH GA ONLINE

28 March 2025

Reviewed 2024 achievements and approved
the 2024 Financial Report; opened the strategy
discussion through interactive breakout
sessions.

Admitted three new organisations: Jan Ingen
Housz Institute (NL), Sciences Po (FR) and
Universidad Politécnica de Madrid (ES).

A DEFINING MOMENT IN GENEVA

16TH GA GENEVA HYBRID

18 -19 September 2025

Reviewed financial and operational progress
and discussed sustainable business models for
services, APls and training.

Refined the strategic priorities and Incentives
Framework, and showcased national
developments across the network.

Joeri Both was elected Chair of the General Assembly and Executive Board,
succeeding Inge Van Nieuwerburgh. Effective 1 October 2025, the transition reflects
the strength of OpenAIRE's governance model and its commitment to continuity,
shared leadership and community participation. The next General Assembly is

scheduled for 4 March 2026.

SCIENCE. SET FREE.
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The Executive Board

Elected by and accountable to the General Assembly, the Executive Board steers OpenAIRE between assemblies,
overseeing operations, guiding strategic priorities and safeguarding the community-governed model that keeps

the infrastructure open, trusted and sustainable.

MEMBERS - 2025

Joeri Both Inge Van Nieuwerburgh
CHAIR - from Oct 1 CHAIR - until Spet 30
Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam Ghent University Library

Eloy Rodrigues Birgit Schmidt Pauli Assinen Judit Fazekas-Paragh
MEMBER MEMBER MEMBER MEMBER
University of Minho Libraries Gottingen State and University of Helsinki University of Debrecen

University Library

Gultekin Gurdal Michal Razicka Elli Papadopoulou
MEMBER MEMBER MEMBER
IZTECH - Izmir Institute of Institute of Computer Athena Research &
Technologyx Science, Masaryk University Information Center

SCIENCE. SET FREE. 11
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The structure at a glance

OpenAlRE’s standing committees and working groups translate the General Assembly’s direction into day-to-day

action, community-led, mandate-driven and renewed annually.

STANDING COMMITTEES

BT&S SC

Training &
Support

MANDATE RENEWED
FOR 2026
Active

Builds capacity and
professionalises training. In
2025 it delivered the 7th
Train-the-Trainer
Bootcamp, advanced the
OpenPlato redesign and
launched the
Training-as-a-Service
model under a “Powered
by OpenAIRE” governance

W oCcE scC

Outreach,
Communication &
Engagement

LEADERSHIP
TRANSITION

Open call for new chairs

Grows visibility and
network engagement. It
re-launched the OpenAIRE
for EOSC Working Group
and shaped an Incentives
Proposal; chairs ELli
Papadopoulou and Gerda
McNeill stepped down,
with an open call issued for

0CE SC

Open Science
Strategy

STRATEGY FINALISED

Overseeing implementation

Led the OpenAIRE
Strategy 2026-2028
through consultations
with the Executive
Board, committee chairs
and the Management
Office, refined via
General Assembly
breakout sessions and
finalised for
endorsement in Geneva.

03 - GOVERNANCE

0CE SC

Services &
Technologies

LOW ACTIVITY IN 2025

To be revitalised

Coordinates the
technical roadmap and
interoperability across
OpenAlIRE’s services
and platforms. The
committee was less
active in 2025; its remit
is expected to be
renewed and
reactivated as part of
the 2026-2028

f k. ~

ramewor new leadership. strategy.
WORKING GROUPS

B RDM WG W EOSC WG M BM WG
Research Data OpenAIRE for EOSC Business Models
Management RE-LAUNCHED 7 FEB 2025 ACTIVE

MANDATE RENEWED FOR 2026

Leads FAIR data stewardship. Its
centrepiece was the four-day FAIR
RDM Bootcamp for Data
Stewards(October 2025); its Action
Plan 2025 drove metadata
interoperability, policy coherence
and integration with emerging
EOSC frameworks. In 2026 it will
scale the bootcamp and refresh the
OpenAlRE Guidelines.

HOW IT CONNECTS

A forum connecting members,
National Open Access Desks and
stakeholders. Its bi-monthly meetings
relay updates from EOSC-A Task
Forces and funded projects, fostering
alignment between national
infrastructures, policies and broader
EOSC objectives.

Explores sustainable business and
funding models for OpenAlRE’s
services, APIs and training, informing
pricing, incentives and cost-recovery
approaches discussed at the 2025
General Assembly and feeding into
the 2026-2028 strategy.

Committees and Working Groups report to the Executive Board and take direction from the General Assembly, a two-way

loop that keeps OpenAlRE’s services, training and strategy grounded in the needs of its community.

SCIENCE. SET FREE.
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Standing committees & working groups

Behind 2025’s headline milestones, OpenAIlRE’'s committees and working
groups did the quieter work of turning ambition into action, building capacity,
stewarding data, sharpening communication and setting strategy across the
network.

@® Training & Support s sc

In 2025 the T&S SC advanced OpenAlRE’s mission to build capacity and professionalise training
across the Open Science ecosystem. It developed new reusable resources for early-career
researchers, finalised the 7th Open Science Train-the-Trainer Bootcamp with a more accessible
selection process, and began planning a barcamp-style “unconference” to reconnect 150+ former
participants. In parallel, the redesign of the OpenPlato learning platform progressed, adding
interactive features, discussion forums and curated content to establish it as OpenAIRE’s central
training hub.

Strategic innovation came through the launch of the Training-as-a-Service (TaaS) model for
long-term sustainability, a new training-governance framework under the “Powered by OpenAIRE”
label, and tighter alignment with national and EOSC capacity-building efforts. The year closed with
a 2026 framework built on six action lines: expanding the portfolio, innovating formats, coordinating
delivery, sustaining via TaaS, empowering national networks, and recognising skills through
competencies and micro-credentials.

® Research Data Management «ron we

The RDM WG strengthened OpenAlIRE’s leadership in FAIR
data stewardship. Its centrepiece was the four-day FAIR
RDM Bootcamp for Data Stewards (October 2025),
hands-on modules on Data Management Planning, cleaning
tools such as OpenRefine and Amnesia, repository curation
and open peer review, delivered on OpenPlato with sandbox
exercises and peer-learning leading to certification. Beyond
training, its Action Plan 2025 drove roadmap priorities on
metadata interoperability, policy coherence and integration
with emerging EOSC frameworks. In 2026 the group will
renew its mandate to scale the bootcamp, refresh the
OpenAlIRE Guidelines, and expand open training assets.

SCIENCE. SET FREE.
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Outreach, Communication & Engagement oc: sc

The OCE SC strengthened OpenAlRE's visibility, fostered collaboration across the network, and
deepened engagement with the wider Open Science community. A key achievement was the
re-launch of the OpenAIRE for EOSC Working Group on 7 February 2025. Bringing together
members, National Open Access Desks (NOADs) and the wider community, the Working Group
serves as a strategic forum for sharing developments from EOSC-A Task Forces and funded projects,
while aligning national initiatives, research infrastructures and policies with broader EOSC objectives
through regular bi-monthly meetings.

The Committee also shaped an Incentives Proposal to encourage involvement and recognise
contributions across the network, refined through feedback at the Geneva General Assembly for
further discussion with the Executive Board. Late in the year it saw a leadership transition, as Chair
Elli Papadopoulou and Co-chair Gerda McNeill stepped down and an open call for new leadership
was issued.

Open Science Strategy oss sc

The OSS SC shaped the next phase of OpenAlIRE'’s direction, leading the process to revise and
define the OpenAIRE 3-year Strategy 2026-2028. It began with structured consultations involving
the Executive Board, Standing Committee chairs and the Management Office, establishing the
framework for priorities across the OpenAIRE Graph, monitoring and training. An open, participatory
discussion at the 2025 General Assembly, through parallel breakout sessions, then refined the
strategy’s thematic focus around community needs and emerging developments in the European
landscape.

By year-end the Committee finalised the strategy, integrating network feedback and preparing it for
formal presentation in Geneva. The new agenda strengthens OpenAIRE’s role as a key enabler of
Open Science in Europe; following endorsement, the OSS SC will oversee implementation and
coordinate communication to ensure broad awareness and impact.

14
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Welcoming new organisations

At the 15th General Assembly, members approved the admission of

three new organisations, further expanding the OpenAIRE network
across Europe. I

NEW MEMBERS - 3 COUNTRIES

NEW MEMBER - 01
Jan IngenHousa
Institute

Jan IngenHousz Institute

Est. 2023 - Wageningen & Amsterdam

THE NETHERLANDS

A new national research institute
devoted entirely to the science of
photosynthesis. Named after the
18th-century discoverer of the process, it
pursues fundamental plant research
aimed at higher crop yields, food security

and climate resilience.

Joining OpenAlIRE strengthens the
Institute's commitment to open data and
reproducible science, connecting its
research outputs to the wider European

Open Science ecosystem.

[PHOTOSYNTHESIS] [PLANT SCIENCE ]

[OPEN DATA ] [Foon SECURITY]

15
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Two universities join the network

Alongside the Jan IngenHousz Institute, two of Europe's established

universities became members in 2025.

Sciences Po

Est. 1872 - Paris

One of Europe's foremost universities in the social
sciences, political science and public policy, with seven
campuses across France.

OPEN SCIENCE

Through its open-access repository and institutional
Open Science policy, Sciences Po champions transparent, .
reusable research across the social sciences. SCIeI‘I CESPG

SPAIN

-

viERslean EO TSNS o DE-NAD

Universidad Politécnica de
Madrid

Est. 1971 - Madrid

Spain's largest technical university, formed from historic

engineering and architecture schools, advancing research
across science and technology.

OPEN SCIENCE

UPM promotes Open Access to its publications and research
data through its digital archive, embedding reproducibility I UNIERSIDAD

and reuse across engineering and technology. e
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SERVICES

The infrastructure, in use

A connected suite of services on the OpenAlRE Graph, and how the community put
them to work in 2025.

17
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The OpenAIRE service
ecosystem

OpenAlIRE provides one of Europe's most comprehensive portfolios
of services supporting the entire research lifecycle, from planning
and managing research to enabling interoperability, discovery,
monitoring and long-term reuse. Built as interoperable components
around the OpenAIlRE Graph, they help researchers, institutions,
funders, publishers and research infrastructures implement Open
Science through trusted, community-governed infrastructure.

Rather than standalone applications, the services form an integrated
ecosystem. Repository managers expose interoperable metadata
with PROVIDE and the Guidelines; the Graph enriches and interlinks
it; researchers discover knowledge through EXPLORE; institutions
and funders analyse it with MONITOR; communities build portals
with CONNECT; and ARGOS, OpenPlato, UsageCounts, OpenOrgs,
ScholeXplorer and the Metadata Validator ensure quality,
transparency and interoperability throughout.

In 2025 the ecosystem matured through substantial investment in
usability, interoperability and scalability, new interfaces, expanded
APIs and closer integration made OpenAIRE easier to adopt while
strengthening its role in the European Open Science Cloud (EOSC).

THE FRONT DOOR

OpenAIRE Catalogue of Services

The central entry point to the
ecosystem, a trusted registry
bringing every OpenAIRE and
EOSC open-scholarly 15.5'( VISITS (+175%)
communication service into one £rom

place, with structured, 161 COUNTRIES (+28%)
comparable information on
maturity, APls, access and
compliance so institutions,
funders and communities can
find, compare and adopt the
right tools.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT - SERVICE CALLS

28 service community calls drew 1,458 registrants and 695
participants (47.7%), keeping users close to the roadmap across the
portfolio. The most-attended were PROVIDE (244), ARGOS (184)
and the OpenAIRE Graph (177), complemented by EOSC EU Node
Ask-Me-Anything sessions and an OpenOrgs sprint.

THE RESEARCH LIFECYCLE

INTEROPERATE

Validator Usage Counts

OpenOrgs

(=)
—
w
()
o
<
m
o)

OpenAIRE Graph

ScholeXplorer EXPLORE
OpenCitations CONNECT

OpenAPC

MONITOR

MONITOR for Diamond O0A
Publishers

myResearchFolio

Open Science Observatory

CROSS-CUTTING - SUPPORTING
SERVICES

Underpinning every stage, secure
identity and access management, and
expert user support.

Helpdesk
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OpenAlRE

FLAGSHIP - SINCE 2012

Europe's Open Research
Intelligence Infrastructure

The OpenAIRE Graph is one of the world's largest openly available
scholarly knowledge graphs and the authoritative source of
research information for the European Open Science Cloud (EOSC).

By continuously aggregating, validating and interlinking metadata
from more than 100,000 trusted research data sources, it connects
publications, datasets, software, projects, organisations, funders
and researchers into a single, open and reusable knowledge
infrastructure.

More than a metadata repository, the Graph is the intelligence layer
beneath every OpenAlRE service, powering discovery in EXPLORE,
institutional and funder analytics in MONITOR, thematic
communities in CONNECT and the National Open Science portals.

It is fed by PROVIDE, validated by the Metadata Validator, and
enriched with citations (ScholeXplorer, OpenCitations, Crossref,
DataCite), usage statistics (UsageCounts, Make Data Count) and
open-access cost data (OpenAPC), connecting to ARGOS,
OpenCDMP and the European Diamond Capacity Hub.

As OpenAlIRE enters its new strategic cycle, the Graph is
evolving from a discovery platform into the Foundation for

Open Research Intelligence.

HOW A TRUSTED
AFFILIATION IS BUILT

Every publication is resolved
to its organisations and
authors, matched against
the Research Organization
Registry (ROR) and ORCID.

Publication
SCHOLARLY OUTPUT

AfFfiliation
algorithms

DISAMBIGUATION

{0} ORCID
ORGANISATIONS | RESEARCHERS

!

Verified affiliation
AUTHOR + INSTITUTION




The Graph in 2025

Development focused on the quality, richness and interoperability of research information, making the
Graph easier to integrate, easier to analyse and ready for Al.

2025 HIGHLIGHTS

WHAT CHANGED

01

Trusted
institutional
affiliations

Publications linked
to ROR-identified
institutions with far
higher precision.

THE GRAPH BY NUMBERS

02

Publications
meet patents

03

Al-ready Graph
APIs

New and scaled
APlIs built for
analytics and
Al-powered
discovery.

Patent metadata
and citations now
interlinked with
scholarly outputs.

04

Richer research
relationships

Stronger semantic
links across outputs,
projects, funders
and organisations.

336M 320M ~7.2B 200M
[ J
RESEARCH AFFILIATIONS CITATION API REQUESTS
OUTPUTS LINKS
+14.7%
3.6M 167 100K+ 14K
RESEARCH FUNDERS TRUSTED GRAPH DOWNLOADS
PROJECTS +67% DATA SOURCES FROM ZENODO
10 175+ I4
GRAPH COMMUNITY CALLS COMMUNITY PARTICIPANTS DEDICATED ARTICLES

AI-READY BY DESIGN

2025 Graph directly consumable by advanced analytics and Al.

Enhanced entity resolution, richer affiliations and stronger semantic relationships make the

SCIENCE. SET FREE.
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B INTEROPERATE

04 - SERVICES - INTEROPERATE

Aggregate, validate & enrich

The services that bring trusted metadata into the OpenAIRE Graph and keep it interoperable, compliant and
high-quality, the layer where a heterogeneous landscape of repositories, journals and CRIS systems is made

to speak one language.

PROVIDE

Content-registration gateway

The scholarly gateway where repositories, journals,
CRIS systems and data sources register, validate and
expose their content to the Graph. It gives providers a
single place to manage how their records are harvested
and enriched, and to receive enrichments back through
the Broker. In 2025 it launched a refreshed dashboard
with self-service onboarding and ran monthly Content
Providers Community Calls.

713 repositories +17.8%
465-846M brokering events

provide.openaire.eu

Metadata
Validator

Compliance & quality checking

Checks a provider's OAI-PMH metadata against the
OpenAlRE Guidelines before registration, flagging
structural and vocabulary issues early so they are fixed
at the source rather than downstream. By raising quality
at the point of entry it keeps the whole Graph consistent
and trustworthy; wider uptake of the OpenAIRE
Validated badge in 2025 boosted visibility and trust for
compliant repositories.

0AI-PMH validation

188M notifications

L o= -
-1 OrP=N ORCS
Organisation disambiguation

Resolves which organisation is which, combining
automated disambiguation with expert human curation
to produce clean, deduplicated organisation records and
identifiers. Accurate affiliations underpin reliable
institutional reporting, so this curation improves every
downstream service. In 2025 a new curation workflow,
clearer documentation and expanded curator
engagement measurably improved accuracy and
completeness.

103K records curated
171 approved curators

openorgs.openaire.eu

OpenAlRE

OZJ Interoperability

Guidelines
Interoperability standards

The interoperability standards repositories, CRIS
systems and journals follow so their content can flow
into the Graph in a comparable, machine-readable way.
A consolidated migration roadmap guided providers
through the transition: v3.1 introduces COAR controlled
vocabularies, while v4.2 expands coverage to data
archives and software with improved DataCite
alignment.

v3.1 - v4.2

repositories - CRIS - journals

guidelines.openaire.eu

SCIENCE. SET FREE.
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B DISCOVER & LINK

04 - SERVICES - DISCOVER & LINK

Find, claim & connect research

Discovery surfaces powered by the Graph, helping researchers and communities navigate, claim and link the
research landscape, and giving every output the context of the people, projects and data around it.

EXPLORE

Search engine & attribution

OpenAlRE’s flagship discovery portal and advanced
search engine, powered directly by the Graph.
Researchers find publications, data and software, claim
their own outputs, link them to ORCID, and surface the
semantic connections between them, with dedicated
pages for funders, organisations and projects. In 2025 it
migrated key APIs from XML to JSON, restored usage
metrics and added a new Funders page.

99M API requests +31.9%

544K visitors 105K ORCID claims

explore.openaire.eu

Custom discovery gateways

Empowers research communities, universities and
infrastructures to build their own branded discovery
gateways on top of the Graph, with a curated view of
the publications, data and software relevant to them, no
infrastructure of their own required. In 2025 it
streamlined portal configuration and dashboards,
strengthened API integrations and custom branding, and
launched a new website.

49 community gateways

public & private

connect.openaire.eu

Schole%plorer

The Data Literature Interlinking Service

Data citation & connectivity

Provides a comprehensive dataset of data citations, linking datasets to their related publications, software and other
outputs. In March 2025 it released API v3.0, described as the first-ever endpoint worldwide to offer an extensive
citation index, covering all publication-to-publication citations in the open ecosystem, plus publication-data and

publication-software links.

~7.2B directed citations

~428M identifiers

API v3.0

scholexplorer.openaire.eu

SCIENCE. SET FREE.
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B MONITOR

Monitor uptake & impact

The services that bring trusted metadata into the OpenAIRE Graph and keep it interoperable, compliant and
high-quality, the layer where a heterogeneous landscape of repositories, journals and CRIS systems is made
to speak one language.

MONITOR

Research monitoring & bibliometrics

Equips funders, institutions and research initiatives with customisable dashboards, interactive visualisations and bibliometrics
that turn the Graph into evidence on research activity and Open Science uptake. Organisations can track their own portfolio,
benchmark progress and present results to stakeholders without specialist tooling. In 2025 it improved data-refresh cycles and
indicator transparency, piloted a new publisher dashboard category, and launched a new website.

116 dashboards +22.1% monitor.openaire.eu

OPENSCIENCE

OBSERVATORY
) k OpenAIRE Indicators across Europe
7~ UsageCount

Visualises Open Science policy uptake across countries

COUNTER-compliant usage metrics and subject areas, built on the Graph. Its indicators help
policy makers and research administrators see where

Tracks downloads and views of research outputs,
aggregating COUNTER-compliant usage data across
repositories into standardised reports for researchers,

Open Science is advancing and where potential remains
untapped, and underpin national narratives in the EOSC

Open Science Observatory.
institutions and funders, a layer of impact evidence that

goes beyond citations. In 2025, 166 repositories were
validated to OpenAlRE’s usage-data standards.

44 countries covered

guidelines.openaire.eu

784 repositories +18.3%

12.5M API gets +63.3%

usagecounts.openaire.eu

SCIENCE. SET FREE.
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FAIR data, end to end

Tools for planning and managing research data responsibly, from the first management plan to safe,
privacy-compliant sharing, closing the loop back to the Graph so that what is planned can also be found and
reused.

TOWARDS MACHINE-ACTIONABLE DMPs

Through Horizon Europe projects OSTrails
FAIR Data Management pPlans and RAISE Suite, OpenAlRE is turning the

A platform for creating structured, shareable FAIR Data Data Management Plan from a static

Management Plans that link data, software and other document into an active orchestration layer,
outputs to projects and teams from the very start. In machine-actionable, PID-linked and

2025 ARGOS added multi-tenancy, in-app notifications, harvestable back into the Graph, so a plan
dynamic-template prefilling and version transfer, can drive registration, anonymisation and

improved interoperability with the OpenAIRE Graph, and
moved towards machine-actionable DMP standards, the
same maDMP technology now central to the OSTrails
and RAISE Suite projects.

FAIR assessment automatically across the
research lifecycle.

1,100 DMPs +200% 8,395 users +27%
7,680 researchers +61%

argos.openaire.eu
amnesia

GDPR-compliant data anonymisation

Developed by Athena RC, Amnesia anonymises
datasets while preserving their research utility, enabling
GDPR-compliant sharing of sensitive data, so that
openness and privacy are not in conflict. In 2025 it
shipped new software releases, moved to 64-bit-only
systems and launched a refreshed website.

22.6K unique visits +11%

1,122 installs +14.3%

amnesia.openaire.eu
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MyResearchFolio

A Fuller, Fairer picture of every researcher

MyResearchFolio is OpenAIRE’s new service for building comprehensive, researcher-owned profiles, built
on the OpenAIRE Graph and integrated with ORCID. Its defining idea is to hold two kinds of evidence side

by side.
QUANTITATIVE @0 @ | .. /orofite
Open, responsible indicators _ ey g
Transparent metrics drawn straight from the . ne
Graph, outputs, open-access status, citations e
via OpenCitations, usage and i =
field-of-science context. Reproducible and ;
openly sourced rather than locked inside
proprietary databases. — ' E STl iinciine
Narrative & context =
The story a number can never tell, E - .

contributions to research, data stewardship,
software, mentoring, leadership, peer review — e
and societal engagement, described by the

researcher and evidenced through their -
record.

WHY IT MATTERS FOR RESEARCH ASSESSMENT REFORM

MyResearchFolio operationalises the reform agenda set by
CoARA and DORA, moving evaluation beyond the Journal
Impact Factor and publication counts toward a richer,

contextual view of research. It pairs transparent open metrics
with narrative evidence, builds on GraspOS and feeds directly
into ARION, The European Commission’s 2026
research-assessment coordination action.
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Our collaborators in Open Science

Trusted services we build and grow with, extending the open scholarly ecosystem beyond OpenAIRE’s
own portfolio, and feeding back into the same shared Graph.

General-purpose repository - CERN <Q>

Improved self-service support, domain-specific GPE ﬁCitQTiDHS
FAIR metadata, and Al-ready curation through o .
HORIZON-ZEN-. Open citation data - Uni Bologna

Refreshed website, automated citation ingestion with

661K researchers +49.8% PKP/OJS, and hosted WOOC2025 in Bologna.

+213M unique visits 2.6B indexed records +9%

zenodo.or
B 145M API requests

opencitations.net

2| EPIsciences

Diamond OA overlay journals

Expanded coverage across disciplines with Gp en @PC

integrated editorial workflows, DOls and
FAIR-aligned indexing. Transparency in OA publishing costs

Grew its open datasets on APC/BPC expenditure,
enabling comparable insight into real publishing
costs across regions.

16K users +18%

39 journals +8%
episciences.org 470 institutions

openapc.net



LEARN & ENGAGE

Community building
through peer exchange

Turning policy into everyday skills, through webinars, bootcamps and self-paced

learning on OpenPlato.
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Community building through peer exchange

Training remained a core driver of OpenAIRE’s mission in 2025, supporting the uptake of Open Science
practices, FAIR data management, responsible research assessment, EOSC services and OpenAlRE
tools across Europe and beyond.

The 2025 training ecosystem combined scale and continuity: large public webinars, service community
calls, thematic workshops, online trainings, in-person activities and self-paced learning on OpenPlato.
Together these formats served different needs, awareness raising for broad audiences, hands-on skills
for practitioners, and deeper peer exchange for trainers, data stewards and service communities.

A CONTINUOUS COMMUNITY LEARNING CYCLE

A defining feature of 2025 was the stronger connection between live capacity-building and
reusable learning materials. Events created demand for OpenPlato courses, while OpenPlato
courses extended the life of training beyond a single session, transforming training from one-off
delivery into a continuous community learning cycle.

Peer exchange as method OpenPlato as backbone

Service community calls and workshops The LMS hosted course portfolios, tutorials,
created spaces for practitioners to share bootcamp materials and self-paced pathways,
challenges, compare institutional practices, enabling participants to keep learning long
and translate Open Science policy into local after the live sessions ended.

workflows.

2025 SNAPSHOT - TRAINING AND OPENPLATO AT A GLANCE

112 2,736 90.5% 59

EVENTS HELD ATTENDEES ATTENDANCE RATE OPENPLATO COURSES

from 3,022 registrants strong engagement 719 enrollments

Training in 2025 moved from one-off delivery to a living community practice, live
sessions seeding reusable courses, and reusable courses sustaining the community
between events.
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From awareness to implementation

The 2025 agenda reflected the practical questions faced by research communities: how to comply with
evolving Open Science expectations, how to make data FAIR and reusable, how to support responsible
assessment, and how to use European infrastructures effectively. Participants were not only introduced

to concepts but guided through concrete tools, workflows and institutional scenarios.

TOPICS THAT SHAPED 2025

Open Science & Open Data

Foundational concepts, policy expectations
and practical adoption pathways.

Data Management Plans

Planning workflows, institutional templates
and tools such as ARGOS.

Responsible Research Assessment

Open indicators, CoARA-aligned practices and

FAIR data & RDM

Stewardship, lifecycle thinking, repository
choice, metadata and reuse.

Open Access publishing

Routes, author rights, Diamond OA, rights
retention and common myths.

EOSC services & EU Node

Onboarding, Resource & Tools Hub, and

narrative approaches.

OpenAlIRE services

EXPLORE, CONNECT, PROVIDE, MONITOR,

OpenOrgs and the Graph.

FLAGSHIP PROGRAMME STREAMS

m Public webinars

data-transfer workflows.

Training design & Facilitation

Peer learning, gamification and
Train-the-Trainer methodologies.

CONTRIBUTION IN 2025

Large-scale awareness and capacity-building on Open Science,
FAIR data, Open Access, RRA and EOSC topics.

B Service community calls

Regular peer-exchange spaces around OpenAlRE services,
strengthening feedback loops and adoption.

® Workshops & online trainings

Hands-on formats supporting practical skills, institutional
implementation and project-based learning.

® Project info sessions

Targeted sessions connecting project outputs, training materials
and collaborative opportunities.

In-person trainings

Deeper cohort-based interaction, networking and contextualised
learning for practitioners and trainers.

Self-paced OpenPlato courses

Reusable materials extending access beyond live delivery, with
completion tracked through certificates.
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Creating champions, extending reach

The Train-the-Trainer model remained one of OpenAlRE’s strongest approaches for multiplying
impact. By preparing trainers who adapt, localise and reuse Open Science materials, the programme
builds national and institutional capacity well beyond the original cohort, and OpenPlato spaces
preserve agendas, resources and references so those outputs stay reusable.

BOOTCAMP / COURSE SPACE ENROLL. VISITS WHAT IT SIGNALS
6th OpenAlIRE Train-the-Trainer High reuse of the course environment
Bootcamp 34 9,820 across participants, trainers and admins.
7th OpenAlIRE Train-the-Trainer 34 7172 Sustained engagement with the
Bootcamp ! bootcamp model and learning resources.
Bootcamp PT 2025, Formacao Strong national-language adaptation and

47 6,963 . .
de Formadores demand for trainer capacity.

Flagship specialised course, highest

RDM for Data Stewards 82 10,307

demand for data-stewardship skills.

PUBLIC WEBINAR REACH - PARTICIPANTS BY SERIES

OSTrails 472

STANDOUT TRAINING SERIES

721

GraspOS 269

Irish National OA Monitor 127

participants across 3 sessions of

I Horizon Europe Open Science

CoARA 98 req.wrements in pra,\ctlce, fl.'om 1,172
registrants, the year’s most in-demand
training.

Graph API 73

OPENPLATO BACKBONE - SITE WIDE IN 2025

112 54,605 6.42M 90

TOTAL ENROLLMENTS VISITS / LOGS PLATFORM INTERACTIONS CERTIFICATES TRACKED
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PARTNERSHIPS

From dialogue to
structural commitment

Alliances, institutions and new partners adopted, and helped shape, OpenAlRE as

shared infrastructure.
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B CO-CREATED WITH THE COMMUNITY

Gateways & monitors, built together

Across 2025, communities and infrastructures co-created discovery gateways and monitors on
the OpenAIRE Graph, turning fragmented information into connected, usable views of research.

CONNECT + MONITOR GATEWAY - GEOTHERMAL

EGRISE 2.0 (P e

A new gateway connecting the geothermal community. With a EGHISE 2.0

CONNECT gateway and MONITOR dashboard built upon the OpenAIRE A New Gatewsy Connecting the
Geothermal Community

Graph, EGRISE’s holdings jumped from ~300 to more than 8,000
documents, unveiled to 100+ researchers at the European Geothermal
Workshop.

CONNECT + MONITOR - SWEDEN idlifelals Launchis

SciLifeLab Open Science Monitor the SciLifeLab Open
Science Monitor
Co-created with SciLifelLab, this monitor links publications, data and Powered by OpenAIRE

software through full-text mining of Data Availability Statements,
datasets and software. Launched February 2026 as a connected,
transparent national view of Open Science.

CONNECT - THE NETHERLANDS
NL Research Portal

Built with UKB (Dutch University Libraries & National Library)
and SURF on the OpenAIRE Graph, a shared national portal to
discover and connect Dutch research outputs.

Lens.org WDCC
Scholarly and patent discovery, World Data Center for Climate, a domain
connected to the OpenAIRE Graph. gateway on the Graph.
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Gateways & monitors, built together

5 47 6

UNIVERSITY ALLIANCES UNIVERSITIES REACHED INSTITUTIONS SUBSCRIBED

Rather than standalone tools, CONNECT and MONITOR were framed as alliance-level
infrastructure, supporting not only visibility, but coordination and governance. The alliances

did not simply adopt OpenAIRE services; they helped shape them.

ALLIANCE ADOPTION

AURORA 3iSTARSEU

CONNECT + MONITOR

Adopted both services, pairing a unified research gateway with alliance-level analytics and Open
Science monitoring, so member universities can be discovered together and benchmarked for

governance-level decisions.

-eur

C!}"Cﬁ EU TOPIA e

CONNECT

Implemented CONNECT to consolidate research outputs under a shared identity and strengthen
interoperability across member institutions, through a centralised, FAIR-compliant gateway powered

by the OpenAIRE Graph.
INSTITUTIONS INVESTING DIRECTLY

UMIVERSITA UniverSity MONITOR

IEGLE 3TUDE

1 MILANG of Milan
Adopted MONITOR to align its evaluation
practices with CoARA and the Barcelona
Declaration, a clear stance that monitoring Open
Science should rely on open, verifiable,
non-proprietary data, interoperable with
existing repositories.

E‘i I8l UBI Business MONITOR
School

Implemented MONITOR to strengthen
structured reporting and enhance the
transparency of its research outputs.

SCIENCE. SET FREE.

MONITOR

World Bank Group - Data

Engaged MONITOR to explore data-driven
approaches to Open Science assessment, with
particular attention to interoperability
challenges and data-quality refinement across
heterogeneous sources.

CCMAR CCMAR (Algarve) ARGOS

Adopted ARGOS within the AQUASERV
project to buildFAIR-oriented Data
Management Plans through customised
templates and structured workflows,
reinforcing data stewardship at project level.
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B NATIONAL MONITORS

Open Science, made national

Working with national partners, OpenAlRE turns shared infrastructure into national
services, built on the OpenAIRE Graph, from monitors that measure Open Science to
platforms that manage research data.

. m , )y g
#ff ABACUS ) polen

IRELAND - IReL & NORF GREECE - HEAL-LINK PORTUGAL - FCT / FCCN
Irish National Open ABACUS POLEN
Science Monitor

, OpenAlRE is building OpenAlRE, together with
Irelapd s Open Acces_s Greece’s first unified CITE and the University of
Monitor entered its third research-monitoring service Minho, is building POLEN,
year an<.3l was renewed as with HEAL-Link: national, Portugal’s national DMP
the National Qpen institutional and repository service, based on
Researc‘:h Monitor, dashboards powered by the OpenCDMP, the
expanding beyond OpenAlIRE Graph. open-source software

publications to cover the
broader spectrum of
research outputs, powered
by the OpenAIRE Graph.

underpinning ARGOS.

ABACUS provides a shared
evidence base for Greek
research, bringing national,
institutional and repository
views into a single service.
It enables consistent
monitoring of research
output and Open Science
performance, while giving
institutions trusted,
evidence-based insights
into their research activity.

POLEN is deployed at FCCN
as a sovereign national
service, with each
Portuguese university
operating its own tenant.
This will allow institutions
to manage and customise
their DMP workflows,
templates and guidance
according to their own
policies and requirements,
while benefiting from a
shared national
infrastructure and common
standards.

Co-developed with Ireland’s
National Open Research
Forum (NORF), the Monitor
provides a shared national
evidence base for tracking
Open Research, with its
indicators and insights
feeding directly into
national policy monitoring
and reporting.

RENEWED - PHASE II 2026

FIRST PILOT - MAY 2026

MVP - JAN 2026
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PROJECTS

Turning research into
infrastructure

From the EOSC Federation to Al for science, projects that turn research and
policy into \working infrastructure.

35



OPENAIRE - ANNUAL REPORT 2025 07 - PROJECTS

A portfolio that builds the commons

OpenAlIRE’s projects turn research and policy into working infrastructure. In 2025 the
portfolio spanned the EOSC Federation, responsible assessment, reproducibility, research
software and Al for science, with several flagships reaching completion.

EOSC EU Node MAIN CONTRACTOR - RESOURCE HUB

A year after launch, the first operational node of the EOSC Federation kept maturing through continuous
user feedback, a refreshed interface and User Space, a revised User Access Policy, credit grants for
EC-funded projects, expanded File Sync & Share, and access for the Joint Research Centre. As a main
contractor, OpenAlIRE provides the Resource Hub backbone through the OpenAIRE Graph, ensuring
interoperability and discovery across the Federation and a reference model for national and thematic nodes.

Graspos CONCLUDED 12/25 - 9 PILOTS - PISA

GraspOS made responsible research assessment easier to put into practice, delivering a federated
infrastructure for discovering open evaluation data and tools, the SCOPE+i framework of templates, and
MyResearchFolio, a service letting researchers show a fuller picture of their work. Nine pilots with
universities, funders and disciplinary communities tested the approach; the project closed with its final
conference, “Opening Research Assessment”, in Pisa in November.

PathoOS UNESCO FINAL CONFERENCE

PathOS built the evidence base for Open Science impact, tracing how practices translate from inputs to
outputs, outcomes and longer-term effects, and the factors that enable or block them. Its final conference
was held at UNESCO. Results live on through the PathOS Open Science Resource Hub, the Open Science
Impact Indicator Handbook (now a living community resource), a cost-benefit framework, and the Register of
Open Science Stories.

OSTrailS 7 DELIVERABLES - 38 TOOLS - 3 HACKATHONS

OSTrails connects Data Management Plans, scientific knowledge graphs and FAIR assessment into a shared
technical and policy framework. In 2025 OpenAIRE contributed to seven deliverables, including an
interoperability reference architecture and the OSTrails Commons specifications, evaluated 38 research tools
for compliance, and advanced machine-actionable DMPs aligned with Horizon Europe, reinforced through
hackathons in Athens, Vienna and Grenoble and a webinar series.
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EOSC United
EOSC FEDERATION

OpenAlRE helps embed the
European research
community in the EOSC
Federation, shaping its
governance, legal and
financial foundations so
nodes can integrate services
through a common

EOSC Beyond
SUSTAINABILITY

Led communication,
exploitation and
sustainability work,
co-delivering two EDC plans
and a Sustainability Report
whose cost analysis other
projects can reuse, and
promoting EOSC Core

EOSC Track
OBSERVATORY

The rebranded EOSC Open
Science Observatory
launched at UNESCO,
combining survey data,
OpenAlRE Graph insights and
NOAD country narratives for
evidence-based Open
Science monitoring across

interoperability framework. services at major events. Europe.
SciLake TIER2 EVERSE
GRAPH COVERAGE REPRODUCIBILITY SOFTWARE QUALITY

Deepened discipline-specific
coverage in the Graph across
five pilot domains, from
neuroscience to cancer
research, and released
SKG-IF — compliant datasets
for all of them.

Advanced reproducible,
trustworthy research, eight
OpenPlato training modules,
machine-actionable
Reproducibility Management
Plans in ARGOS, and a pilot
dashboard now informing
OpenAIRE MONITOR.

Helped establish the
Network on Research
Software Quality with
good-practice guidance and
quality indicators, and is
enriching research-software
metadata in the OpenAIRE
Graph

LLMs4EU
AI - SCIENCE

As a contributor to the
project’'s Science use case, the
aim is to design a multilingual
Discovery Assistant on the
OpenAlIRE Graph, providing
natural-language access to
projects, publications, data
and software, with curated,
openly licensed content.

SCIENCE. SET FREE.
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RRI TRAINING

Learning Cycle 2 scales
training roughly 25x, with
100+ structured events
targeting 5,000+
participants across Europe
and 20+ OpenPlato courses
across eight Open RRI
thematic areas.

RAISE Suite

maDMP IN ACTION

A FAIR-by-design,
DMP-guided platform for the
whole data lifecycle.
OpenAlRE turns the
machine-actionable DMP
into an active orchestration
layer in ARGOS and feeds
enriched metadata back into
the Graph.
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New starts in 2026

The work continues. New projects beginning in 2026 extend OpenAIRE into Al-enabled
science, research-assessment reform, computational reproducibility and the next phase of
the EOSC Federation.

SCIANCE START 12/25 - 36 MONTHS

Establishes the foundations for Al-enabled science in Europe by coordinating the Resource for Al Science in
Europe (RAISE). It brings together research infrastructures, scientific organisations and Al centres of
excellence to deliver a Strategic Research & Innovation Agenda and roadmap, piloting the RAISE
Secretariat, Digital Hub and Academy as a sustainable framework for capacity building and interdisciplinary
collaboration.

ARION START 09/26 - 36 HONTHS

Advancing Research Assessment through Integrated Open Practices and Narratives. A 14-organisation
consortium will develop, pilot and scale four interventions, enhanced digital researcher profiles, narrative
CVs, institutional model policies and HR toolkits, helping institutions recognise Open Science, data,
software, mentoring and societal engagement, with CoARA and DORA.

REWIRE START 09/26 - 36 MONTHS

Makes computational reproducibility standard across the European Research Area by embedding
reproducible methods across the research lifecycle, machine-actionable Reproducibility Management Plans,
reproducible environments with GNU Guix, and FAIR packaging via RO-Crate, delivered through pilots,
training and a technical playbook integrated with EOSC services.

ALSO STARTING - EOSC & RIs

EOSC MeSh START 09/26 EOSC4ALL START 09/26
A distributed Hub of seven interoperable EOSC A managed, multi-tenant EOSC Node
Nodes delivering core, generic and thematic platform via GEANT, lowering barriers to
federating capabilities joining the Federation.

START 12/26 START 11/26
RAISE Connect RENAI

Domain-specific generative-Al foundation models
for science, with the co Researcher assistant,
EOSC-aligned and Al-Act ready.

Al-powered, domain-agnostic connectors for the
continuous FAIR-ification of data, code and outputs.

START 06/26

SoBigData IP

Advances the SoBigData Rl into implementation as a pan-European hub for social mining and big-data
analytics, toward an ERIC.
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OUTREACH

Events & outreach

Open.science travels. In 2025, OpenAIRE representatives presented, exhibited and convened

on stages across Europe and beyond.
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Carrying Open Science to the world

OpenAIRE representatives carried Open Science to stages across Europe and beyond,
presenting, exhibiting and convening throughout 2025.

54 30 15

EXTERNAL EVENTS CONFERENCES - 27 IN-PERSON ONLINE WEBINARS

ORGANISED BY

OPENAIRE MEMBERS WORKSHOPS FESTIVAL - FORUM - GA - KICK-OFF

BOOTH PRESENCE
EGU General Assembly 2025 EARMA-INORMS 2025 TNC 2025 RTI Summit 2025

SELECTED CONFERENCES

CoARA - OI4RRA Open Repositories 2025 LIBER 2025 ISSI 2025 PUBMET 2025

Metascience 2025 Open Science Conference 2025 W00C 2025 IASSIST 2025 EUNIS 2025

Barcelona Declaration on Open Research Information CRAFT-0A 2025 euroCRIS Autumn 2025

BEYOND THE NUMBERS

2025 was a year of conversations. OpenAIRE representatives took the stage at the GraspOS and
PathOS final conferences and carried the CoARA Open Infrastructure for Responsible Research
Assessment (OI4RRA) to audiences around the world, presenting its vision at conferences across
Europe and beyond and running NOAD-led webinars reaching communities from the UK to Moldova.

OI4RRA drew particular interest from the funders, institutions and policymakers shaping how research
is assessed, turning our services and policy work into face-to-face dialogue with decision-makers,
gathering feedback, forging partnerships and building momentum for open, responsible research

assessment.
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*OPEN SCIENCE FAIR"
dOpEnMRE @]t’-],__f-;-. e

OPEN SCIENCE IN MOTION:

THE MOMENTUM OF OSFAIR 2025

The fifth Open Science Fair (OSFair), OpenAlIRE’s flagship biennial event co-organised with the CERN
Open Science Office, brought the global Open Science community together at the Science Gateway at
CERN in Geneva from 15 to 17 September 2025 for three inspiring days of collaboration and exchange.
Held under the theme “Fusing Forces — Accelerating Open Science through Collaboration,”

the Fair became a vibrant hub of ideas, debate and innovation, a space where infrastructures, policies,
communities and practices united to co-create the future of research.

With 353 participants representing 43 countries across 5 continents, the delegates truly reflected
the global and diverse nature of the Open Science movement. The programme featured a rich mix of
sessions, organised into five thematic tracks, each highlighting a critical dimension of Open Science.

353 43 5

PARTICIPANTS COUNTRIES CONTINENTS

12 panels 20 presentations 2 keynotes 7 workshops 12 demos 24 posters
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A community fusing Forces

In an era where global challenges demand collective Across three days, the programme explored how
intelligence, OSFair 2025 spotlighted the power of diverse forms of collaboration can accelerate

global and cross-regional partnerships in shaping discovery, widen access to knowledge, and build a
the future of Open Science, collaboration that more transparent and equitable research ecosystem,
transcends borders, disciplines and institutions to through open, inclusive cooperation across

drive meaningful change. continents.

FIVE THEMATIC TRACKS

Beyond Compliance, measuring and maximising Open Science impact, moving beyond checklists
to indicators of reuse, value and benefit.

Open, but at What Cost?, research security and the constant, often invisible work of protecting
trust in open infrastructures.

Building the Digital Backbone, Open Science infrastructures, knowledge graphs and
computational reproducibility as essential public goods.

Rethinking Research Assessment, reforming evaluation to reward openness, transparency and
collaboration over journal prestige.

Open Science for Al skills, inclusivity and community as central pillars of a sustainable, truly
global Open Science culture.

SAVE THE DATE

OSFair returns in Sept 2027
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The people behind
OpenAIlRE

The office team and partner engineers who run the services and sustain the

technical backbone.
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Infrastructure doesn’t sustain itself.
People do.

Behind every dataset linked, every service shipped and every partnership built stands a distributed team of
engineers, researchers, designers and community builders working across Europe. The Graph is maintained
by hand as much as by machine; policy is shaped in conversations; trust is earned person by person. Every
number in this report s, in the end, the work of the people below, the team that made 2025 possible.

é)

LY

Natalia Manola Paolo Manghi loanna Grypari Giulia Nicola Androniki Sandra Franco
Chief Executive Chief Technology Technical Project Malaguarnera Sgambelluri Pavlidou Iborra
0fficer 0fficer Manager, Outreach and Operations Officer  Services Portfolio Member & NOAD

Monitoring &

. Engagement Officer Manager Engagement Officer
Indicators Lead

7 =3P
Marilee Stefania Amodeo Theodora Maja Dolinar Leonidas Zenia Xenou Angeliki
Andriopoulou Project Manager Kavvadia User Engagement & Pispiringas Engagement & Tzouganatou
Event Coordinator Training EOSC Liaison Scholarly Training 0fficer Research Project
Coordinator Communication Manager & Open
Technical Expert Infrastructure
Specialist

&

<

Tereza Szybisty Fay Meimaraki Marianna Jonathan Alane Iro Bournazou Vasilis Mihalenas
(Simova) Marketing and Katrakazi England Brunschweiger Communication & Graphic Designer
Research Project Communication Legal Consultant Open Science Communications Social fedia
Manager 0fficer Training Specialist Specialist
Specialist
e ad
i )(/
loanna Giannaki Eleni Koulocheri Prodromos Esther Georgiou Tasos Athanasios Konstantinos
0ffice Manager Project Manager Tsiavos Training Stavropoulos Vergoulis Kavalaris
Senior Legal and Assistant Research Project Chief Data Communications
Manager / RDM Scientist Officer

Policy Advisor AU
Specialist

THE TECHNICAL BACKBONE - WITH THANKS

Beyond the office, OpenAIRE’s services and infrastructure are engineered and sustained together with
partner institutions whose teams provide the technical backbone, funded through our projects.

CNR-ISTI ICM Athena Research & | University of Minho Rud.er Boskovi¢
ITALY - NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF WARSAW Innovation Centre PORTUGAL Institute
RESEARCH COUNCIL POLAND GREECE CROATIA
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OUR PEOPLE

The OpenAIRE network
in action

Through National Open Access Desks, policy becomes practice, updates from

across the network, by region.
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Advancing Open Science through

national action

OpenAlRE’s greatest strength lies in its
community. Through our network of National
Open Access Desks (NOADs) and members,
hosted by leading universities, research
organisations, libraries and e-infrastructures,
OpenAlRE maintains a unique presence across
Europe and beyond. These organisations serve
as trusted national partners, connecting
European policies, infrastructures and services
with local research communities, while ensuring
that national priorities and experiences shape
the evolution of OpenAlIRE itself.

Throughout the year, our members continued to
play a pivotal role in advancing Open Science
within their countries. Working closely with
ministries, funding organisations, universities,
research infrastructures and research
communities, they contributed to the
development of national policies and legislation,
strengthened repositories and research data
services, supported the implementation of EOSC
Nodes, promoted FAIR data practices, and
advanced reforms in research assessment.
Equally important, they invested in people by
organising conferences, delivering training,
supporting researchers, librarians and data
stewards, and fostering vibrant national
communities of practice.

While every country follows its own path,
several common themes emerge from this year’s
activities. Across the network, members
contributed to the development of national Open
Science strategies, the establishment of new
research infrastructures and trusted repositories,
stronger interoperability with EOSC, and
increased adoption of FAIR data management
practices. Many also played an active role in
promoting responsible research assessment,
supporting Diamond Open Access, strengthening
institutional policies, and helping researchers
navigate an evolving policy and technological
landscape.

The following country highlights illustrate the
breadth and diversity of these contributions.
Together, they demonstrate how OpenAIRE’s
distributed network transforms European
collaboration into national impact, built not only
on shared services and infrastructures, but on the
expertise, commitment and leadership of its
members, who work every day to advance Open
Science within their institutions, countries and
communities while contributing to a stronger and
more connected European Research Area.




REGION

East

IE GB
BE
FR
PT ES

NL

CH

IT

MT

19

COUNTRIES

NO SE FI

OpenAlIRE members across Eastern Europe continued to strengthen national
Open Science ecosystems through policy development, research
infrastructures and close engagement with the European Open Science Cloud.
Their activities focused on establishing national frameworks, expanding
trusted repositories and research data services, and building the skills and
communities needed to support sustainable Open Science. Together, these
efforts demonstrate the region’s growing role in connecting national priorities
with European collaboration.
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B REGION EAST

Armenia
Shushanik Sargsyan, Institute for Informatics and Automation @OpenAIHE

Problems, National Academy of Sciences of Armenia

The Institute for Informatics and Automation Problems continued to contribute to Armenia’s Open Science
agenda. A major step forward is the development of a national Open Science roadmap, led by the Higher
Education and Science Committee, aligned with European policy priorities and covering Open Access, FAIR
principles and research infrastructures.

The community also came together through the International Conference on Scientometrics and
Informetrics 2025, hosted by Yerevan State University, which explored research assessment and
scientometrics and included a presentation of OpenAIRE’s MyResearchFolio. |t was organised by the
Center for Scientific Information Analysis and Monitoring, with Shushanik Sargsyan on the organising
committee, further strengthening collaboration between the Armenian research community and OpenAIRE.

Azerbaijan +
Khayala Hajiyeva and Iltifat Ibrahimov, Azerbaijan Technical @ OpenAIHE
University (AzTU)

Azerbaijan Technical University strengthened its role in Open Science through the establishment of the
country’s first Open Science Office, a dedicated hub within the Library Information Center supporting Open
Science across the University and beyond. The Office also contributes to national Open Science policies
based on OpenAlIRE Guidelines

With support from the Ministry of Science and Education, a national network of institutional repositories
is being established, with Iltifat Ibrahimov as project manager and Khayala Hajiyeva leading training
activities. The NOADs also contributed to the localisation of the COAR Controlled Vocabulary into
Azerbaijani and, with SPARC, adapted the International Open Access Week materials for the national
community.

: +
Armenia OpenAIHE

Dragana Radulovié, University of Banja Luka

The University of Banja Luka continued to lead the foundations for Open Science in Bosnia and Herzegovina,
where the national ecosystem remains at an early stage. Building on the NI40OS Memorandum of
Understanding, signed in 2023 by all eight public universities following an initiative led by the
University of Banja Luka, national collaboration has grown through the establishment of a Joint Research
Unit, bringing the universities together in a common consortium for Open Science.

The University has also supported shared national infrastructure through initiatives such as NAUKA,

promoting Open Science and shared research infrastructures, and the Data Archive for Social Sciences,
providing long-term preservation and access to social science data.
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Bulgaria
Peter Stanchev, Institute of Mathematics and Informatics, OpenAlRE

Bulgarian Academy of Sciences

The Institute of Mathematics and Informatics supported the implementation of Open Science through
significant policy and legislative developments. A major milestone was the approval of the Regulation on
the Procedure for Publishing in the Bulgarian Open Science Portal, followed by the new Research and
Innovation Promotion Act, which establishes Open Science as a guiding principle for research and
innovation in Bulgaria, and a new regulation introducing Data Management Plans for publicly funded
research.

National infrastructure also evolved through the Bulgarian Portal for Open Science (BPOS), maintained by
the Ministry of Education and Science through the National Centre for Information and Documentation. The
portal connects institutional repositories, datasets, and metadata standards, and was included in the
Registry of Open Access Repositories. These developments were presented at the 16th National
Information Day, chaired by Peter Stanchev, where the community highlighted the growth of BPOS to
more than 87,000 open-access documents, new initiatives such as ORBIT and AURA, and Bulgaria's first
national award for Open Science.

Croatia
Bojan Macan, Ruder BoSkovié Institute (RBI) Dp&nAlHE

The Ruder Boskovi¢ Institute contributed to one of Croatia's most important achievements with the adoption
of the National Open Science Plan by the Ministry of Science, Education and Youth. The Plan, based on

a proposal by the Croatian Open Science Cloud Initiative, provides a national framework for advancing Open
Science and strengthening research infrastructure.

This built on the dialogue fostered through the National EOSC Tripartite Event, which brought together the
European Commission, the EOSC Association, the Ministry, and the Croatian Open Science Cloud Initiative.
The commitment was further showcased at the Horizon Europe Annual Conference in Zagreb, where a
high-level panel, including Bojan Macan, highlighted the infrastructure, services, and skills needed to
implement the Plan. Alongside these developments, RBI continued its active participation in the PATTERN
and OSTrails projects, and engagement remained strong through PUBMET 2025, where Bojan Macan
served on the Programme Committee.

0 v oo v

Michal R0zicka, Masaryk University

Czech Republic @DpenAIHE

Masaryk University continued to play a central role in advancing EOSC in the Czech Republic. As host of the
EOSC CZ Secretariat, the University became a key consortium partner in the new Horizon Europe
project EOSC United, gaining direct involvement in the development of the future EOSC Federation and
helping translate European developments into practical steps for the Czech implementation.

The University also strengthened the national community through the National EOSC CZ Conference,
organised with CESNET, the Technical University of Ostrava, and e-INFRA CZ, which brought together
researchers, service providers, and policymakers around research data management, FAIR data, EOSC

services, and interoperability, complemented by practical workshops.
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Estonia
OpenAlRE
Liisi Lembinen, University of Tartu

The University of Tartu continued to strengthen Estonia's Open Science community through community
building, skills development, and research data management. A major milestone was the formal
establishment of Open Science Community Estonia (OSC Estonia), a national platform bringing together
researchers, librarians, and data professionals.

Within the University, a new institutional network of research data managers was established and is
supported through monthly training, while DataCite Estonia provided dedicated training for PhD students.
Capacity building remained a focus through participation in the Skills4EOSC train-the-trainer programme,
collaborations within the ENLIGHT and Arqus alliances, and the national event "From Chaos to Clarity —
Real-Life Stories about Research Data." The University also became a partner in the CAELUM (2025-2027)
project, supporting university libraries in using Open Science for crisis response and fostering cooperation
between European and Ukrainian universities.

Georgia +
Marina Razmadze, TECHINFORMI, Georgian Technical University % DpenAIHE

TECHINFORMI at the Georgian Technical University continued to support Georgia's Open Science ecosystem
through policy development, community building, and integration with European initiatives. The
development of a national Open Science policy is now underway, providing a framework for advancing
Open Access, FAIR data practices, and research infrastructure.

The Georgian Reproducibility Network (GeoRN), supported through a Horizon Europe TIER2 project, is
fostering transparent and reproducible research, complemented by a network of young Open Science
ambassadors. TECHINFORMI also continues its work on making national databases FAIR and
interoperable and integrating them with European research infrastructures.

Hungar
gary OpenAIRE
Judit Fazekas-Paragh, University of Debrecen

The University of Debrecen continued to strengthen Hungary's Open Science community by fostering
national dialogue on Open Science and research assessment reform. Together with the University and
National Library, it organised the XIl Hungarian Open Science Forum, covering emerging trends,
technological innovation, and research evaluation, and showcasing developments from the PATTERN
project.

Through the COARA Hungarian Working Group, organised with the Hungarian Academy of Sciences and
HUN-REN, the University contributed to a national discussion on renewing research evaluation and aligning
it with CoARA principles. The University also continues to maintain and develop openscience.hu, Hungary's
national Open Science portal.
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Latvia
Gita Rozenberga and Margarita Karule, University of Latvia 0pEﬂA|RE

The University of Latvia contributed to one of the country's most significant advances in research data
management through a broad national project led by the Higher Education and Science IT Shared
Services Center (VPC), with Riga Stradins University, the University of Latvia, Riga Technical University, and
the Latvia University of Life Sciences and Technologies. The initiative established DataverselLV, Latvia's
national repository for secure long-term preservation, supporting FAIR principles, alongside a national
network of research data stewards, and laid the foundations for Latvia's participation in Skills4EOSC
and the implementation of EOSC Node Latvia.

The University of Latvia also approved an updated Open Science Policy, with the Latvia University of Life
Sciences and Technologies adopting its own and Riga Stradins and Riga Technical universities developing
new policy documents. At national level, the Latvian Council of Science introduced Data Management
Plans into research funding regulations.

Lithuania @OpenAIRE
Gintare Tautkeviciené, Kaunas University of Technology

Building on the previous year's policy changes, Kaunas University of Technology (KTU) supported Lithuania's
national coordination and integration with EOSC. A national working group was established to coordinate
Open Science, while a feasibility study for a future national EOSC Node is underway.

National dialogue was strengthened through the Road to EOSC Forum, organised by the Lithuanian
Research Council, which brought together more than 50 scientists, policymakers, and IT specialists.

At institutional level, KTU updated its Open Science Policy, introduced mandatory Data Management
Plans for PhD students, and organised training sessions and webinars during Open Access Week.

Moldova +
Irina Cojocaru and Igor Cojocaru, Information Society @ OpenAlﬂE

Development Institute (IDSI)

The Information Society Development Institute (IDSI) continued to advance Open Science in Moldova despite
the absence of a formal national policy. The Institute's information systems were recognised by the
Ministry of Education and Research as key components of the national ecosystem during the EU
bilateral screening process, and IDSI signed the Barcelona Declaration on Open Research Information.

Collaboration with OpenAIRE remained central: together they organised a major Open Access Week
webinar on improving the quality of Moldovan scientific journals, attracting almost 200 participants
and launching Romanian translations of the COPE guidelines and best practice guides. IDSI also raised
awareness of predatory publishing, expanded international collaboration through the INNBI project with
Germany, Ukraine, Georgia, and Armenia, and strengthened Moldovan research visibility by updating the
country's OpenAlIRE profile and integrating the "OpenAIRE indexed and validated" logo into the
National Bibliometric Instrument, the country's largest repository.
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North Macedonia +
OpenAlIRE

Vladimir Trajkovik and Katerina Klimoska,
Ss. Cyril and Methodius University Skopje (UKIM)

Ss. Cyril and Methodius University in Skopje took an important step through the establishment of the
Center for Open Science, a dedicated institutional hub supporting Open Science practices across the
University and beyond.

The Centre provides nationwide services, including training, research data management support, practical
tools, policy templates, and support for the OS Lab. It also develops institutional Open Science policies,
coordinates technical infrastructure, facilitates Open Access, and works with the School of Doctoral Studies
to strengthen Open Science skills among early-career researchers, providing a strong foundation for the
continued development of Open Science in North Macedonia.

Poland QOPEHA|HE
ICM University of Warsaw

Agnieszka Cybulska-Phelan,

A major milestone for ICM, University of Warsaw, was the selection of the EOSC-PL Node for the pilot
phase of the EOSC Federation. Led by the National Science Centre with ICM, CYFRONET AGH, and Gdansk
University of Technology, it positions Poland among the contributors to the future Federation, with ICM
playing a leading role.

This was accompanied by important policy developments: the Ministry of Science and Higher Education
adopted a new National Open Access Policy for Publicly Funded Research Data, while the University of
Warsaw approved its own Open Science Policy, supported by two new institutional repositories and
training. ICM also strengthened national infrastructure as RepOD achieved certification as a Trustworthy
Data Repository, and its open-source Dataverse fork Fairchive continued to support new repositories across
the country.

Romania
Alina Irimia and Mihaela Cucu, Executive Agency for Higher OpEﬂA|HE

Education, Research and Innovation Funding (UEFISCDI)

UEFISCDI continued to lead the implementation of Romania's National Open Science Strategy through the
OPUS project. A major outcome was the introduction of Data Management Plans into one of the
country's largest national research funding instruments, an important step towards embedding Open
Science requirements in the national funding system, supported by nationwide awareness sessions and
practical guidance.

UEFISCDI also advanced the Romanian National Open Science Cloud Initiative (RO-NOSCI), focusing on

onboarding national research infrastructures to EOSC and promoting national Open Science policies, helping
integrate Romania's research ecosystem with the wider European landscape.
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Serbia +
Biljana Kosanovié, University of Belgrade @ OPEF‘IA|HE

The adoption of Open Science Platform 2.0 gave Serbia a renewed national framework, mandating Open
Access and FAIR data management for publicly funded research, supporting Diamond Open Access, and
encouraging institutions to align their policies with national priorities. As institutions begin updating their
own policies, the University of Belgrade continues to support implementation within the national community.

Another important step was the official launch of the Serbian Reproducibility Network, supported
through a Horizon Europe TIER2 award, which promotes transparent and reliable research practices and
strengthens research integrity.

Slovakia @OWHA'HE
Silvia Sofianos and Jitka Dobbersteinova, Slovak Centre for

Scientific and Technical Information (CVTI SR)

CVTI SR reached an important milestone, being selected to establish the Slovak EOSC Node and joining
the pilot consortium building the EOSC Federation, placing Slovakia among the active contributors to the
Federation.

The Centre also secured a major new initiative with approval of the National Ecosystem of Open Science
project, which will fund Article Processing Charges (APCs) and establish a national Open Science
education platform. At policy level, preparations continued for a new Action Plan 2026-2028 under the
National Open Science Strategy, expected in early 2026. Community engagement remained central through
the Third Slovak Open Science Forum, where Jitka Dobbersteinova presented Slovakia's progress and
priorities. CVTI SR also delivered two Open Science courses; from 2026 these will no longer be accredited,
allowing greater flexibility to adapt their content.

Slovenia @OpenAIHE

Mojca Kotar, University of Ljubljana

Slovenia reached a major milestone with the entry into force of the Scientific Research and Innovation
Activities Act and its accompanying decree, mandating immediate Open Access to peer-reviewed
publications, FAIR Data Management Plans, and data shared “as open as possible, as closed as
necessary”. A significant addition is the introduction of a secondary publication right for Slovenian
researchers.

To support implementation, national services continue to expand, including the NRRP Assistant DMP tool
alongside the Slovenian Open Science Monitor. The University of Ljubljana continues to contribute through
the national SPOZNAJ project, delivering specialised training for research data stewards into 2026, and
organised the project's third national event, focused on research safety.
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Ukraine
Elena Chmyr, Ukrainian Institute of Scientific and OFIEI"IA|HE

Technical Expertise and Information(UKrISTEI)

UkrISTEI continued to support Ukraine's Open Science ecosystem through national infrastructure,
international collaboration, and closer integration with EOSC. A significant step was the selection of the
Bogolyubov Institute for Theoretical Physics as a Potential Candidate Node for the EOSC Federation
test bed, reflecting Ukraine's continued engagement with the European ecosystem.

UkrISTEI also manages the National Repository of Academic Texts (NRAT), a nationwide repository
providing long-term access to academic texts. National dialogue was further strengthened through the
Fourth International Conference “Open Science and Innovation in Ukraine 2025”, organised by the State
Scientific and Technical Library of Ukraine and partners, addressing sustainable research infrastructures,
research assessment, and alignment with European initiatives.
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Across Southern Europe, OpenAIRE members continued to drive innovation in
Open Science through national policy development, institutional leadership
and strong community engagement. The region saw significant progress in
research data management, responsible research assessment, Diamond Open
Access and capacity building, while members continued to strengthen
national infrastructures and contribute actively to European collaborations
and international initiatives.
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W REGION SOUTH

Cyprus
Sylvia Koukounidou, Natasa Ioannou and Zafeiro Marti, OpenAIHE

University of Cyprus Library

The University of Cyprus strengthened its commitment to Open Science with the establishment of a new
Open Science Committee under the Vice Rector of Academic Affairs. It also reinforced its engagement with
responsible research assessment, hosting the final Mutual Learning session of the OPUS project and
joining OSCAR, a CoARA Boost initiative integrating Open Science into qualitative assessment, with
activities operationalised through the KIOS Centre of Excellence.

Training and community engagement remained central: together with the Greek NOAD, the University
continued its Greek-language webinar series, delivered training on Responsible Research Practices
(YUFE2030), supported early-career researchers (ONISILOS), and hosted the European DigiEduHack
initiative. The GNOSIS institutional repository was upgraded to DSpace-CRIS, testing the integration of
SDGs and Narrative CVs.

Greece +
_ | =) OpenAIRE
E1li Papadopoulou, ATHENA Research & Innovation Center

Greece continued to strengthen its national strategy in 2025 through coordinated developments in policy,
infrastructure, and community engagement, beginning with an update of the National Open Science Plan.

A significant infrastructure development was the launch of the project to develop a National Infrastructure
for Mapping Greece's Research Activity. Developed through a collaboration between OpenAIRE and
HEAL-Link, the new Greek MONITOR will give policymakers, funders, and research-performing
organisations a comprehensive view of the national research landscape. National engagement with EOSC
also advanced, as the Hellenic Open Science Initiative (HOSI) proposal to establish the Greek EOSC
Node progressed to the next evaluation stage.

Israel

+
. | . OpenAlIRE
Simcha Meir, Bar-Ilan University

Bar-Ilan University continued to strengthen its support for Open Science through community engagement
and researcher support. The Open Door for Science service remained a central resource, providing weekly
online consultations on Open Access publishing, research data management, depositing outputs, and other
Open Science topics.

The University also organised its annual Open Access Week, with sessions on libraries as a driving force in

Open Science, research data management covering OpenAlIRE services and the Greek case study, and
an introduction to the European Open Science Cloud (EOSC).
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Italy
Gina Pavone, National Research Council (CNR) OpEﬂA|HE

Italy continued to strengthen its Open Science community through national initiatives, professional networks,
and capacity building. The Italian Data Stewards Community published its official Manifesto, reflecting
on the network's growth and its role in supporting data stewardship as an emerging profession, and
continued to hold regular online and in-person meetings.

Community building gained further momentum with the establishment of the Open Science Community
Turin, the first of its kind in Italy. National training was supported through the ICDI Competence Centre,
which continued its Open Science Cafés and ran a Science4Policy webinar, and the Italian Diamond
Capacity Hub was launched, strengthening national support for community-led scholarly publishing.

o
Malta OpenAIRE

Kevin E1llul and Josianne Vella, University of Malta

The University of Malta reached an important milestone with the favourable approval of its Research Data
Management Policy by the University Senate, providing a framework for strengthening research data
management across the University.

The University's Open Science Department continued to support researchers through training on depositing
publications in OAR@UM and datasets in drUM. Open science also featured prominently during the SEA-EU
Library Staff Week 2025, hosted by the University, which explored the evolving role of academic libraries in
supporting open research.

+
Portugal openmﬁe

Pedro Principe and Paula Moura, University of Minho

Portugal continued to strengthen its national ecosystem through developments in policy, research data
management, and community building. The national funder FCT updated its Open Access Policy, making
Open Access mandatory for all FCT-funded publications, including articles, books, chapters, and theses.

At institutional level, the University of Minho adopted its new Open Science Policy, requiring mandatory
deposit and promoting open licences and responsible metrics, and launched the Re.Data project,
coordinating a national consortium for research data management. Within it, the Portuguese Data
Stewards Network was launched. Community engagement continued through the 2nd PUB IN Conference,
and the PUB IN initiative was established as the Portuguese node of the European Diamond Capacity
Hub. Capacity building advanced through the 2nd Portuguese Train-the-Trainers Bootcamp and the 12th
RDM Férum.
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Spain i
e (€ ) OpenAIRE
Pilar Rico Castro and Laura Bonora, FECYT

FECYT launched a major national initiative with the FECYT Quality Seal for Open Access Repositories, a
pioneering evaluation process recognising good practice in repository management. In its first edition, 31 of
the 39 participating repositories obtained the Seal.

FECYT also participated in the launch of the ALMASI project, an intercontinental initiative promoting
non-commercial Open Access, involving UNESCO, the European Commission, cOAlition S, and OPERAS.

It continued direct support for national infrastructures through the Maria de Guzman grants, providing up
to €170,000 to strengthen the robustness and interoperability of Open Access repositories and national
publishing services.

Tiirkiye +
GUltekin Gurdal and Gonil Kafali Can, @ O[.‘.}EHA|RE

Izmir Institute of Technology (IZTECH)

IZTECH continued to play an active role in promoting Open Science in Turkiye through training, international
collaboration, and community engagement. Within the DIRNA project, Glltekin Gurdal delivered a
webinar on the Institutional Repository Implementation Plan for a new unified institutional repository.

At the COAR Annual Meeting in Japan, [ZTECH presented on top Open Science trends and the COAR
Controlled Vocabulary in Turkiye, highlighting the impact of OpenAIRE. OpenAIRE activities were also
presented at the Autumn 2025 Strategic Membership Meeting hosted by IZTECH and promoted at the
ANKOSLink 2025 Conference. Skills development continued through the PATTERN project, with training
reaching approximately 1,000 participants across Istanbul, Ankara, and lzmir.
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OpenAIRE members across Northern and Western Europe continued to build

on well established Open Science ecosystems by advancing national

strategies, strengthening research infrastructures and promoting sustainable
scholarly communication. Their work focused on implementing national
policies, expanding EOSC engagement, supporting FAIR research practices
and developing new services, professional networks and funding models that
contribute to a more open, interoperable and resilient research landscape.
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REGION NORTH / WEST

Austria @OPEHAIRE

Gerda McNeill, University of Vienna

Austria continued to strengthen national coordination around EOSC and research data management. The
Federal Ministry (BMBWF), ACOnet, and the EOSC Support Office Austria initiated discussions on the
establishment of a National EOSC Node. National collaboration advanced through the TU Graz-led
SharedRDM project, developing shared research data management tools and infrastructures for Austrian
institutions.

The University of Vienna continued to invest in skills development through an extensive workshop
programme, and its Data Steward Certificate Course attracted 28 participants from 16 countries in its
2024-2025 edition. The University also hosted the two-day Open Science Festival 2025.

Belgium .
Inge Van Nieuwerburgh, Ghent University penAIHE

Belgium continued to strengthen its national landscape through policy development, community building,
and engagement with EOSC. In Flanders, the Open Science Roadmap 2019-2024 was evaluated,
providing the basis for the next generation of plans. The Flemish Research Data Network (FRDN), bringing
together 36 organisations, marked this transition at its Network Day 2025, and the Flemish Interuniversity
Council (VLIR) published the white paper “Open Science: Further Building a Sustainable Embedded
System in Flanders”.

Engagement with EOSC remained strong: all Flemish universities and funder FWO are members of the
EOSC Association, with FNRS, CREF, VLIR, and others as observers, and Roxanne Wyns (KU Leuven) on
the EOSC Association Board. At institutional level, Ghent University launched the Community for Open
and Reproducible Research (GhentCORR). The year also saw an Open Science Day at KU Leuven, the
launch of the Diamond Open Access journal Circular Materials and Chemistry (CMC), and activities during
Open Access Week.

Denmark
Anne Thorst Melbye, University of Southern Denmark OPEF‘IA|HE

Denmark continued to strengthen its approach to FAIR research data management. The Danish Agency
for Higher Education and Science approved an addendum to the national FAIR Strategy, extending the
mandate of national working groups until 2026 and prioritising a national FAIR Indicator to monitor
progress.

At institutional level, the University of Southern Denmark recognised excellence through the Open
Science Champion Award 2025. Community engagement continued through the Fourth Danish Open
Access Week, and, aligned with Denmark's Presidency of the Council of the EU, Aalborg University
hosted a major conference on research assessment reform.
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Finland @OpenAIHE

Pauli Assinen, University of Helsinki

Finland reinforced its commitment to Open Science with the adoption of the Declaration for Open Science
and Research 2025-2030, updating the national strategy to reflect a changing geopolitical environment
while reaffirming openness, collaboration, and trust. It was complemented by the Roadmap for Funding
Open Science and Research. The Declaration shaped the Summer Conference, while the Winter Conference
explored “As Open as Possible” and research security.

At institutional level, the University of Helsinki approved updated Principles of Open Publishing and
launched new Datacatalogue and Databank services. National capacity building continued through a new
Ministry-funded Data Steward Training Programme at Tampere University, developed with the National
Open Science and Research Coordination, CSC, the Finnish Social Science Data Archive, and the University of
Vienna.

France
André Dazy, Couperin OpenAlRE

France continued to strengthen its national ecosystem through new international initiatives, investment in
open infrastructures, and community engagement. A major development was the launch of GRIOS (Global
Research Initiative on Open Science), led by the French Ministry, the European Science Foundation, and the
Dutch and French Research Councils, to assess Open Science research and strengthen the evidence base for
future policy. The French National Fund for Open Science launched its fourth call for projects on
bibliodiversity.

Couperin coordinated national support for Open Science infrastructures through its annual campaign
encouraging members to fund community-governed infrastructures such as arXiv, COAR, DataCite,
Episciences, and LA Referencia, and released a tutorial on registering open repositories with OpenAIRE.
Dialogue was further strengthened through the EOSC National Tripartite Event in Paris and the second
plenary of the French CoARA Chapter.

Germany
Birgit Schmidt, University of Gottingen OPEF‘IAJRE

The University of Gottingen (UGOE) adopted an updated Open Access Policy and continued its Open
Science Gottingen Meet-up, covering topics from artificial intelligence to Open Science in psychology. At the
final conference of CRAFT-OA project in Gottingen, the Diamond OA Discovery Hub and other community
resources were presented. UGOE signed the Barcelona Declaration and is a co-initiator of the ORION-DBs
initiative which facilitates big query access to open research information.

The University of Konstanz hosted the Open Access Days 2025, the leading annual conference on Open
Access in the German-speaking community. During this event, the German OA community founded the

open-access.network e.V. association which will provide long-term support for the information and
networking platform. Konstanz also ran two editions of the Open Science Slam and launched a new

Certificate of Advanced Studies in Data Management for current and future data stewards.
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Ireland @OpenNHE

Christoph Schmidt-Supprian, Trinity College Library Dublin

Ireland continued to strengthen its national open research agenda. Research Ireland released its interim
Open Research Policy, reinforcing the National Action Plan for Open Research 2022-2030 by mandating
Open Access for funded publications, supported by the Publish OA Landscape Report on national scholarly
publishing and Diamond OA readiness.

Community building gained momentum as the National Open Research Forum (NORF) funded four
national networks: the Diamond Capacity Hub Ireland, Open Repositories Ireland, TROPIC, and Sonrai, the
Irish Data Stewardship Network. At the National Open Research Festival 2025, OpenAIRE, IReL, and
NORF co-organised a hands-on workshop on the next generation of open research monitoring. Atlantic
Technological University also appointed its first dedicated Scholarly Communications Librarian.

The Netherlands

Loek Brinkman, DANS OFIEF'IA|RE
The Netherlands continued to strengthen its landscape through investments in infrastructure, community
building, and skills. Work is underway on a new national strategic plan for a unified Open Science
infrastructure, while discussions on the future of EOSC gained momentum through the National Tripartite
Event organised by SURF in Utrecht, focused on the country's position on EOSC beyond 2027. National

coordination was reinforced through a new four-year initiative led by Research Data Netherlands (RDNL)
and Open Science NL to establish a national training and community platform for data stewards.

Community engagement remained strong through the National Open Science Week and Open Science
Festival 2025, complemented by Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam initiatives. DANS contributed to the
OpenAlIRE FAIR Research Data Management Bootcamp, presenting training materials from the
PATTERN project, and the year concluded with the Jan IngenHousz Institute Foundation joining
OpenAlIRE.

Norway -
Jens Aasheim, Sikt OF'EI"IA|RE

Sikt continued to strengthen Norway's contribution to European Open Science through major
international initiatives on data services, interoperability, and trustworthy repositories. Within
CLIMATE-ADAPT4EOSC, Sikt contributes to organisational interoperability and the Cross-Domain
Interoperability Framework (CDIF). Through FIDELIS, it plays a central role in establishing and
governing a European network of Trustworthy Digital Repositories, and in the SoGreen project it
handles data processing and portal management to ensure FAIR compliance.

National community engagement remained strong: the Nordic Institute for Studies in Innovation, Research
and Education (NIFU) and the University of Bergen organised the 30th Nordic Workshop on
Bibliometrics and Research Policy, while the Norwegian Reproducibility Network, with the Centre for
Medical Ethics at the University of Oslo, convened a national discussion on Responsible Open Science.
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Sweden @CJpenAIRE

Katarina Wiberg, National Library of Sweden

Sweden continued its efforts towards implementing Open Science through the National Guidelines on
Open Science, developed by the National Library of Sweden on behalf of the Government, which
clarify the responsibilities of institutions, research organisations, and funders.

To support this, the National Library launched Openscience.se, a national web portal and LinkedIn
channel, and the Swedish National Data Service introduced Researchdata.se, a national platform for
discovering, sharing, and reusing research data. The Swedish Research Council updated its general
grant conditions with more explicit FAIR data and Open Access expectations, and a national Diamond
Open Access node was established. National discussions also continued through the report on
Secondary Publication Rights and Rights Retention in Sweden, to which Katarina Wiberg
contributed through an invited interview.

Switzerland o
Margit Dellatorre and Andrea Malits, University of Zurich penAIRE

Switzerland entered a new phase with the launch of Programme Open Science Il, focused on
implementing the national Open Access and Open Research Data strategies and expanding FAIR-based
infrastructures. Key initiatives include SENPro (Swiss EOSC Node Prototype), developing a federated
framework connecting Swiss infrastructures with EOSC, and the CoDOA project, led by the Consortium of
Swiss Academic Libraries with ten partners including the University of Zurich, establishing a sustainable
funding model for Diamond Open Access. Capacity building advanced through approval of the Swiss
Research Data Support Network, led by the University of Bern.

Strategic dialogue continued through the event “From Policy to Practice: Building a National Open Research
Information Framework in Switzerland”, drawing on experiences from Denmark, Finland, and the
Netherlands, while the University of Zurich continued its monthly Lunch & Learn series.

United Kingdom +

Frank Manista and John Kaye, Jisc @ OpenAIRE
The United Kingdom continued to shape the national landscape through developments in research policy
and scholarly publishing. UKRI published a new draft Research Data Policy, harmonising expectations

for managing and sharing research data, software, and code, and made publications in transformative
journals ineligible for Open Access funding.

Jisc launched the Next Generation Open Access programme to renegotiate agreements with the five
largest academic publishers for more sustainable and equitable arrangements. Jisc also became the UK
national node for OPERAS, strengthening links with the European Research Area and increasing the
visibility of Social Sciences and Humanities research.
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